Olek Zienkiewicz was a leading pioneer in the development of the finite element method. He had tremendous vision and quickly realised that the method, initially developed as a technique for the analysis of structural frameworks, had a much wider applicability and could be used as a general tool for the analysis of continuum problems. Olek proved to be one of the most influential figures in numerical analysis, with his many contributions, including textbooks and interactions with colleagues and students, uniquely shaping the field. Like many pioneers before him, he often encountered some resistance when developing his vision and ideas. Indeed, his 1965 paper which showed how the finite element method could be used to solve Laplace's equation was rejected by the first journal to which it was submitted!
Olek was born in Caterham, England, the son of a Polish father and a British mother. Olek was awarded over 30 honorary degrees and received numerous special honours and medals including the Royal Medal of the Royal Society, the Prince Philip Medal of the Royal Academy of Engineering, the Carl Friederich Gauss Medal of the German Academy of Science, the Nathan Newmark Medal of the American Society of Civil Engineers, the James Alfred Ewing Medal of the Institution of Civil Engineers, the Timoshenko Medal of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and the Newton-Gauss Medal of the International Association for Computational Mechanics.
In an outstanding research career, Olek supervised more than 70 PhD students, many of whom today hold leading positions in academia and industry. His work is central to virtually all modern aspects of finite element analysis, a technology fundamental to the computational simulation of most engineering systems. Olek was also an outstanding individual and a person very much liked by his many friends and colleagues. He was a leader and a role model for many of the people that got to know him. He will be fondly remembered and greatly missed.
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